HOLY REDEEMER PARISH

ELLWOOD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Mass &7 for the
Intentions ¥ f‘T/Veek

Monday, December 7-Ambrose, bishop & doctor
7:00 AM. Phillip Ross (Fran & Pete Maietta)
9:00 A.M. Darrell Chapman (Joe & Shirley Dominell)
7:00 P.M. Tom Lordi (Family)

Tuesday, December 8-Immaculate Conception
7:00 AM. Mary Morabito (Cosmo & Patty Morabito)
9:00 A.M. Frances S. Laszlo (Laszlo Family)
7:00 P.M. Kay Bellissimo (Rose A. Hawrylak)

Wednesday, December 9-Saint Juan Diego, hermit
7:00 A.M Edna Kuben (Jim & Mary Dombeck)
9:00 A.M.  Marlene Shoop (Charlene & Kevin
Adams)

Thursday, December 10

7:00 AM. Julia Lockawich (Kay & Stanley Trzcinski)

9:00 A.M. Joseph Slanicka (Daughter, Marian

Slanicka Dressler)

Friday, December 11-Damasus |, pope
7:00 AM. Emily Ott (Jean Bielich)
9:00 A.M.  Mary Robuck (Hazel Beltz)

Saturday, December 12-Our Lady of Guadalupe
9:00 A.M Alice A. Pazsint (Norberta Modliszewski)

Sunday, December 13-Third Sunday of Advent
6:00 P.M. Saturday  Victor Pecoraro (Wife & Family)
8:00 A.M. Harry T. McCullough (Michael P.
McCullough)
10:00 A.M. Luiga & Nicola Apone (Louise Wiley,
Granddaughter)
12:00 P.M. Florence Mundo (Niece, Jennifer)

SCRIPTURE VERSE

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of

sins. Lk 3:3

packet for Christmas Flowers.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS will now be
accepted. Please note that the deadline is De-
cember 14. An envelope is included in your

| WANT TO SHARE

Today’s bulletin contains the Financial statements for fiscal
year ending June 30, 2009 for both the Parish and the School. As
these statements answer many questions about what has
transpired financially over the past year, they also create other
questions about the new fiscal year. While we were able to cover
our expenses in fiscal year 2009, a comparison to 2008 shows a
decline in our net income. Everyone of us should be commended
for helping to control costs, as our expenses decreased by
approximately $15,000. We were able to realize this reduction in
spending at the same time many improvements were made to the
building and grounds. These improvements include paving the
Religious Education Center parking lot, replacement of windows in
the Church, repair of the roof over the Rectory and installation of a
new air conditioning unit in the Rectory. Of course, we also
continued to maintain and grow our 34 ministries, including Social
Services, Religious Education and Christian Mothers, to name a
few. Unfortunately, our offertory collection decreased by over
$10,000, a trend we hope to reverse in the future with your help.
Increasing the offertory collection is a key to achieving financial
soundness for the Parish. Thus, we are embarking on an
Offertory Enhancement Program. Father Mark will be writing to
you introducing this Program. Look for another letter from him in
the coming weeks. The Holy Redeemer Parish is continually
striving to more readily answer God’s call to use our individual
talents and treasures to serve each other “as good stewards of
God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). All that our parish community
has accomplished was possible because of your faith and
dedication. The Parish is counting on your continued generosity,
sacrifice and commitment.

Finance Committee

PRAYER CHAIN

“Pray without ceasing” 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Join us in participating in a prayer chain at Holy Redeemer.
Those of you that are interested in being notified either by
phone or email when the need to pray for someone in the par-
ish arises please join our Prayer Chain. Also please contact
those parishioners you know that are home bound and in nurs-
ing care facilities to see if they are interested in participating as
well. Anyone interested in the Holy Redeemer Prayer Chain is
asked to leave your name with your phone number or email
(the way you want to be contacted) at the Parish office or in
any collection basket at any Mass.

Donate Blood: Calvin Presbyterian, 615 Crescent Avenue,
Tuesday, December 15— Noon— 6 pm .

Readings for the week of 12/06/2009

Sunday: Jer 33: 14-16/1 Thws 3:12—4:2 Lk
21:25-28, 34-36

Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4; 18-22

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15: 29-37

Thursday Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday Is 29:17-24/Mt9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30: 19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1,
5a,6-8

Next Sunday: Bar 5: 1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3: 1-6




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 6, 2009

Second Sunday of Advent

For we who live in Western Pennsylvania, it seems that
there are only two seasons in our year: The Season of
Winter and the Season of the Orange Barrels of Penndot.
In the winter our travel is hampered by the unexpected
storms. Likewise, outside of winter, the excitement of travel
is often tempered by detours and single-lane traffic.

Today's readings invite us to reflect on road
construction. In the First reading, Jerusalem is told to
stand in the heights in order to see her scattered children
returning home, with God in the lead. The roads have been
repaired, the impassable mountains have been made low,
and ditches and valleys have been built up.

Luke reminds the people of a passage from lIsaiah
depicting a similar scene. Just as God led their ancestors
to the Promised Land, He would remove all obstacles so
they could be led home. Luke connects John the Baptist,
who lived in the wilderness of Judea, with that voice “crying
out in the desert.” And so, if John is the voice, then our
Lord is the One leading the people back home.

These readings do not focus on Jesus’ coming to us,
but His -coming with us. He is the One leading us to
salvation. Because there are obstacles in our path, road
construction is necessary. Fortunately for us, this is not the
kind of road repair we can avoid by taking another route—
even though we may try. We may have to move slowly and
carefully through the reconstruction of the road as we travel
over it.

What obstacles must be removed? We might have to
overcome deep-seated resentment, persistent fault-finding,
unwillingness to forgive, dishonesty in our dealing with
others, a bullying attitude, etc.

The image held out to the people of the Biblical Times
to encourage them on their journey home was the beloved
city of Jerusalem. The city they loved so dearly was
clothed in the splendor of glory from God. The image held
out to us is no less magnificent. It is the New Jerusalem,
the new city of peace and justice. It is the reign of God on
earth.

The journey toward that city may be tedious and filled
with obstacles, but Jesus leads us just as his Father led the
Israelites. As we enter more deeply into this period of
reconstruction, St. Paul gives us the perfect
encouragement for the journey: “I am confident that the
One Who began a good work in you will continue to
complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Maranatha... Come Lord Jesus!

The Knights Of Columbus would like to thank all the parishioners
who participated with their generous donations to the Knights annual
“penny collection” that was recently held. The Knights would like to
report that a total of $851.70 was raised. May God bless all who
participated either by a monetary donation or by their prayers.
Sincerely, Ken Downing-Grand Knight

Michael Spiegel, Donna
Lample, Velma McNaughton,
Remember The sick Mollie Pelligrene, Rose Reda,
Debra White, Peter Bietch,
Carol Woods, Marie Pander,
Ida McCelland, Ron O’Donnell, Sr., Jodi Minteer, Michael
Henderson, Elizabeth Pullion, Carson Kellar, Tina
Jeannette, Corey Ayres, Elizabeth LaCava, Cindy Cancelli
Buffington, Margie Pelloni, April Samsa, Karen Rybka,
Mafalda Dombeck, Richard Cox, Ann Moczan, George
Bokor, Sr., Joan McDonald, Edward J. Stemmerick, Anna
Marie Bucci, Dan “Joe” Weisz, Damien DeCaria, Mary
(Tootles) Millhouse, Bob Greene, Fred Faroni, Cheryl
Owens, Mary Hilliard, Richelle Owens, John Owens, Ashley
Marsano and Tim Mann, Jerry McCrumb, Mary Pascazi

RESTFUL REPOSE: In your charity please pray for the
following who were buried this past week. Andrew
Zelesnak, Elizabeth Santillo & Mildred Novakovich. May
their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in
peace. Amen.

nooow

“ GIVING TREE will be in the vestibule of the
W % z church on Thanksgiving Day and for the next
{kseveral weeks. Please be sure to take a tag
and securely attach it to the outside of the
g|ft All gifts are to be returned to the tree by
B December 13, 2009. If you have questions
please call the Social Service Office at
@]W][W} qﬂlR]IBB724 758-3465.

» PARISH FOOD DRIVE will take place
during the entire month of November into
. December. Parishioners are asked to
support the Hon Redeemer Food Pantry

¥ paper products and toiletries to the
church. Donations may be left in the
vestibule. You are more than welcome to come visit us
and deliver your donations in person at our new location
at Holy Redeemer Religious Education Center on Bridge
Street. Let us help make it possible for all families in the
Ellwood City Area to enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving
and Christmas! Thank you in advance for your support
of this very important parish project!

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS
Because we have to send the bulletins early, our
financial reports cannot be reported. We will
report them as soon as we get all the information.

The following invoices were paid for the fourth week in Novem-
ber 2009. Office Supplies $72.49, MCl $40.46, Postage
$185.00, Payment on Debt & Interest $1500.00, Parish Share
$3835.00, Payroll $19,815.52, Insurance $13,219.97, Office
Depot $336.81.

Remember Holy Redeemer Parish in your will.



HOLY REDEEMER PARISH

ELLWOOD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

SERVING THE PARISH
DECEMBER 12/13

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

5:00 P.M. *Joanne Yost, Dorothy Schilling, Carmelia
Fury, Lou Tomon, Irene McCrumb, Lou Ann
Salvati, Judi Dici
*Tom Hazen, Jane Petrak, Teresa Krukenberg,
Laurie Nocera, Susanna Schaffer, Teresa
Gaydosz, Grace Fornataro
*Paul Plavecsky, Linda Pohto, Cherlyn Rangle,
Julie Strosnider, Mark Strosnider, Rose Fox,
Lisa Greco
*Charlie Chaffin, Grace DeCaria, Mary Ellen
McDowell, Pat Turner, Marilyn Frost, Kathy
Gorzkowski, Pat Tomon

8:00 A.M.

10:00 A.M.

12:00 P.M.

December 7—Immaculate Conception Vigil
7:00 P.M. *Mark Strosnider, Julie Strosnider, Kay Bellissimo
December 8—Immaculate Conception

7:00 P.M. *Tom Hazen, Cathy DeBlaso, Kathy Gorzkowski
LECTORS
5:00 P.M. Carol Nocera
8:00 A.M. Janice Chesko
10:00 A.M. Mary Ann Viccari
12:00 P.M. David DeCaria
CANTORS
5:00 P.M. Patty DiMase
8:00 A.M. Peggy Rocco
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir
12:00 P.M. Dee Dee Evans
SERVERS
5:00 P.M. Dom & Carmela Teolis, Jordan Lemanski
8:00 A.M. John, Steven, Dominic Guerrini
10:00 A.M. Tommy Novosel, Katelyn & Laura Wardman
12:00 P.M. Matt & Tomas Maielli, Christian Mittica
GREETERS
5:00 P.M. Joanne Eichler, Pat Coccia
8:00 A.M. Norm Giancola, Tom Hazen, Donna Zikeli
10:00 A.M. Gloria & Tom Heckendorn, Norma Zingaro
12:00 P.M. Gary and Vicki Bookamer

Need a vacation?  Join Holy Redeemer Parish and
Father Mark Thomas for a relaxing Mediterranean
cruise aboard the beautiful Norwegian Jade May 7-16,
2010. Flyers are in the church or contact Jude Dici at
724-758-4913 for additional information

Christian Mothers and Ladies Guild Christmas Party

Christian Mothers and Ladies Guild Christmas Party will be
Monday, December 14 at 6:00 PM. At the Catholic Center.
Stuffed chicken breast or stuffed pork chop. Cost is $13.00 per
person . To get your ticket please call Loretta Silvestri 758-6013,
Kathy Gorzkowski 758-3029 or Virginia Ottaviani at 752-1610. No
tickets will be sold at the door.

Attention Holy Redeemer, St. Agatha, and BVM alumni
If you are interested in getting together, please send your contact infor-
mation to
holyredeemeralumni@gmail.com
Please include the following:
Name
For graduates: maiden name
Graduation year
Street address
City, state, zip
Email
Please also include if you are an alumna, current
parent, alumna parent, board member, faculty/staff, or friend.
We will be sending out invites to our alumni dinner and auction so
please respond if you wish to be involved or forward this information to
anyone you think would like to be. If you do not use email, please re-
spond by mail to Carla Bunney, 307 Hillside Avenue, Ellwood City, PA
16117, 724-462-3912

Anyone interested in helping with an alumni committee, please come to
our meetings that are held every second Tuesday of the month at 7
P.M. in the school library.

Please Note: Anyone wishing to donate bottles of wine, liquor, mixers
and beer to the alumni dinner, please drop them off at the parish office.
Any questions call (412-629-4125 or 724-752-3051.

Holy Redeemer School Fundraisers
Dunkin Donut Coffee Sale-
$8/Ib buy now thru 11/12

Calendar tickets—$10 each
Payout each day—for Jan., 2010

Tab coupons $5/each
Coupon buy now thru 12/18 (on local business)

The Gospel of Luke: Adult Faith Formation series
will be held on Tuesdays December 8&15 at 7:00
PM at the Religious Education Center. Father
Mark will be the presenter.

Take Advantage of the new Missalettes! The Missalettes
are an excellent way to teach the Mass to our young
people. In Addition you can now read the prayers and
readings before Mass begins so that you will be better
prepared for your experience of our Mass.

Traveling Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary

We are preparing a Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be
available to visit your homes. The time She is in your home can
be a great time of prayer and renewal for you and your families.
More information next week.

Traveling Chalice Coming Soon

As our parish prays for priests and an increase in vocations to the
priesthood we are making a chalice available to be in your homes.
This chalice will be with you for one week. During that time it will
be your families responsibility to pray for vocations.

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: Please remember to bring photos of
your relatives in the Armed forces. We will place them at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Also, please remember to offer prayers and light candles for our
troops at the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.




